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Bough Eiders, and under that picturesque title passed
through the war and into history.

When he sent in his resignation from the Navy Depart-
ment he received, among others, the following letters:

NAVY DEPARTMENT, WASHINGTON,

May 7, 1898.
My dear Mr. Roosevelt:

I have your letter of resignation to the President, but as
I have told you so many times, I have it with the utmost
regret. I have often expressed, perhaps too emphatically
and harshly, my conviction that you ought not to leave the
post of Assistant Secretary of the Navy, where your ser-
vices have not only been of such great value, but of so much
inspiration to me and to the whole service. But now that
you have determined to go to the front, I feel bound to say
that, while I "do not approve of the change, I do most heart-
ily appreciate the patriotism and the sincere fidelity to your
convictions which actuate you.

Let me assure you how most profoundly I feel the loss I
sustain in your going, for your energy, industry and great
knowledge of naval interests, and especially your inspiring
influence in stimulating and lifting the whole tone of the
personnel of the Navy have been invaluable.

I cannot close this reply to your letter without telling
you also what an affectionate personal regard I have come
to feel for you as a man of the truest temper and most loyal
friendship. I rejoice that one who has so much capacity
for public service and for winning personal friendships
has the promise of so many years of useful and loving life
before him.

My heart goes with you, and I am,

Very sincerely yours,

JOHN D. LONG.
HON. THEODOBE EOOSEVELT,

Assistant Secretary of the Navy,
Navy Department,